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ONAR TE io_OF THE KYODAN - inspiration, fellowship, discussion 


ring ‘the last’ week in March; mis ssionaries associated with 

. odan met_ for two conferences: the first a general meeting a 
Y ‘the second for those workers with youth who met later : 
kyo. ‘These missionaries from all parts of Japan represented é 
“Mission boards of the eight major cooperating Protestant 

ations (Congregational Christian, Evangelical and Keformed, 

sal United Bretheren, Methodist, Presbyterian Church in 

Dutch Reformed, United Church of Canada, and Disciples) 

Poe several others who work with the Kyodan. 


@ Kyodan ((United Church of Christ in Japan)) is the 
single Protestant Christian body in Japan. Its member- 
is more than 155,000 Christians throughout the country 
1s an attendance of aeOOoO children tn: Chur: Schools: 
pions through Bk Dae churches and almost 300 evangelical 

_ Japanese sub seri ptions for support run to ¥222,887, 000 
OO) annually. Numerous universities, colleges schools 
artens, social and rural work centers Srey ene ee with 
a 


ee of the conference was Dr. anid Brunner 
atations as well as conducting two long 
; eo prabiems pene. out of the lectures 


{ 


lectures were on "Faith", "Hope" and "Love" which 
sented at the Pacific School of Religion in 
fornia on the —& T. Earl Foundation. 


‘ 
ps Evel <3 ie eae 


sone Be Paier ats where he has been 

ssor Cae ae pe and Philos sophy. As this was the 

time such a large number of missionaries could hope to hear 

. he was asked by Special request to put together a "spiritual 
utobiogra hy" which “could at the same time be helpful and inspire 
fSsionaries in their work. Dr. Brunner gave this recounting of 3 | 
is spiritual development on the final morning; it was followed Penta 
ppropriately by a communion service before the group disbanded 


oS 


ihe four corners of Japan to take up again His work, : 
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During this final presentation Dr. Brunner treced his spiri- 
tual heritage deep into the roots of Switzerland. "It was par- 
icularly since my coming to the Far East,” he said, "that I felt 
ankful for belonging 0 this oldest republic of our world which 
as a democracy. two hundred years before Columbus discovered 
merica and which has been able ee keep its principle of unc con- 
ditional neutrality since 1515." He traced his spiritual and . 
heclogical heritage from the oS. . of Hagaz through the pulpit 
f Kutter to the two Blumhardts whose home " was for half a century 


and the philosophy. of Kierkegaard, to Dr. Brunner Hermann 
*s "influence upon us /~Karl Barth, Bduard Thurneysen and 
ry: has been much deeper than that of Soren Kierkegaard... 
swo Blumhardts never were, nor claimed to be, great thirkers. 
48 not their. pvevent,, it was the power of the Holy Spirit 


er impressed us°as- the reality of God in our midst. ‘The eee 
_of the so-called dialectical theology is not theological ae, 
losophical thought, but the wondrous reality of the Holy ge 


* 
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*, Brunner closed his remarks to the conference asking that 
ch be taken as "an attempt to thank God for what He has 
"I am sure that what 1 actually did comes far short of 
Boe. the One whom I and all of _you want to serve. When- 


Peaster of the Cross Ape expect or even “accept. “ 


- aly eA Missionaries in Youth Work. 


at the Shinanomachi Student Christian Fellowship, 
maries met with the Kyodan Youth Commission to 
aoe gee in youth work, 


eee missionary' ‘s proper place 
at Kg ae PSE DOW, he. mupdal sy - 
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aennsnsteromensseds ermnemtear in 


“position; He may act az a "bridging sane teat between 
istian viciety Spit the Church; he may act to “condition” 

or the Church's presentation of the Gospel; or ne may 

act by personal outreach.to areas now untouched by the 


, 


conditioner", or the "arm of outreach", eo meant to be 
ut an agency, becomes something in itself --- a stopping point 
or ounE ng people. 


he problem With this approach is that the "bridge", or the 


secondly, others felt that the missionary should plunge closer 
Rep one cenver Oo; the Church's life. Because of the wre- 
endous ilow of youth through the Uhurches, more effort should 
be toward strengthening the Yhurches from the center, it is 
ard to lead youth into the entire life of the Church if the 
deader is not participating in its entirety. In some cases, é 
the missionary is not willing to make this complete piunge. oe 
. other cases, he sometimes is not accepted as a co-worker; ee 

menas role in the Church has not been determined and he feels 

palone in trying to work out the nature of, and the menns of 
' aking his contribution. 


= 


It was felt that the Kyoku Youth Commission is one vlace where 

issionary might be used more effectively. And from the 
Sionaries, there was an appeal for better comminication from 

tyodan and Kyoku, as well as for help in Stirs aes 

a eapiing the problems of youth in Japan today. 


Peel euration of che publication of ene comp? Ls Bue Biiie 3 
i dapanese on Apri > at the Ginza Chur ee Third 
Jubilee, p2,.3/1/55 issue of JCAN) has a ¢ ignificance 


the publication of another translat: ton of the Bible. 

weenese ily tseit 32S. important becduse.the ony other 

cuurent use in Japan is the one published in L&S& which uses 
“chaic formalized language of ancient Jex 1a. ‘The Col- 

ole breaks through this specialized aifsicult-to-under- 

gon and puts the Living Work into the month of the man on 
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ond this, the publication of the Bible in the a 


is symbolic of a trend that we may hope 
— en Seetiaedibenneae: emiteeetnaras 
ono trend away from evangelism 
ro essionall, eee peoole. | 
: B g willing 


re 
ia a 


2 GPel 


Bible Bociety p nated: cout to 
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ed at the. hee oar is not just that we now 


e Bible, we have the Good News of God in the language of “ 
op. nd we have a greater chance and greater responbilility oe 


Some encouraging indications of the growth of this trend ; 

- seen in the slowly growing popularity of the method of 

itation evangelism, the emphasis on lay evangelism by the 

rent "preaching mission of i Stanley dones {see Stanley Jones! * 
stic Mission p2-3, 2/15/55 issue of JCAN), and the empha- 

: Movement on visitation evangelism and mass 


In a message of congratulation to the Japan Bible Society, 
ice Mikasa, oe is a specialist in Hebrew History (see Royal 
turer p3, 3/1/55 issue of JCAN), indicated some of the improve- 
ts in the new translation. —_ 


“However he also warned that in an effort to take the Bible ba 
e readily understandable, some of the deeper meanings had been #3 

_ for instance, the term "children of Israel" in the old z 
Slation becomes "People of Israel" in the new. While this is a 

» understandable it looses the connotation of deep group ee 
Pierity and unity among the members of the "chosen people". a 
obe will nes necessary to keep petn translations on our desks >, 


ai Pete Minister Hatoyama sent congratulations commended The 

e Society for its work, and urged the spreading of the Bible ay 

effective basis for democrac morals, and the modern spirit 
ure. Representatives of the British, Korean, China and 

Bible Societies also brought greetings and congratulations se 

t joint celebration of the eightieth anniversary of the Japan aS. 
e Society, the 150th anniversary of the (internationl) United _ 

. and the publication of the complete colloquial 
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Poe brankor, in the principal address of the occasion, 
ized the central importance of the Bible in the theology 

e life of the modern Church. ‘He pointed out that the Bible 
e for the Church in these ways: 1) Through it God 

elf as a personal God who speaks to us as persons, 

us truly responsible beings. 2) But when God speaks 
nat we are no longer isolated individuals but are called 
2a fellowship, a universal brotherk ood. ee God points 


‘Through the Bible He points us to His own Son 
le. reveales the mystery of mans rebellion against 
e aUESEE of Bae eS ee “love. towards 
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0 PSKATTON reports, a budget, and strategic planning 


eters i ‘12s -13, the Council of Cooperation met at Ama eh. on Re 
ie eeoningula, ’ The Council is composed of representatives | "ey 
- Kyodan, Cooperating mission boards, and as ssociated Bee t 
“institutions in Japan. It is the central strategic planning 

oup for all of these institutions. 


After hearing reports of activities and plans, the group dis- 
ed plans for the year. A summary of some of the most im- 
Eant discussions follow. 1) Opportunity Projects are the method 
Pough which special grants are received above and beyond already 
erating projects. In order to make these opportunity projects 
flect really current needs, it was decided that there would be 
semi annual review of projects and requests in order to make 
re that emphasis was placed in the most strategic places, the 
icil urged that missionaries discontinue any personal negote- 
ions with home mission boards prior to receiving approval from 
Council. Further, a special committee was appointed (and 
immediately) to fix the order of priorities among the already 
eved projects for 1955. 


2) Buildin rants for new churches has been limited to 

,000 (about af 000) for each church, but in view of the present 
omic situation, it was recommended by the Council to the 
eo nae Committee of the Kycodan that the limit be raised 

: The amount of $50,000 for -Ohurch 

piven top priority on the askinygs for this 


‘The scholarship Fund for ministers’ a Weldnen has been 
sed through the dispersal of post-war relief funds. In 


of the increased giving by the mission board: and the effort 
Ese some money for this cause here in Japan, the scholarships 
u ersity students will be discontinued and the amount for 
h and middle school students will be decreased. It is inter- 


_to Note that this scholarship aid has been the only method | i 

pot iaL aid b missionboards | to reg gular Kj odan ministers. ee 
“was felt that some method of increasing ine Badest for 
from sources here in Japan must be found. 


kkaido was approved as a Special area for pioneer evangel- 
ith a grant of #10, 000° for hrs A Ne 


' between the amount of money budgeted for 

work as compared with Church Evangelistic 

, length. t was recommended that the Inter- 
erating mission boards in New York) be asked | 
rts 
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ion in Christian Schools: Totals a 
Ricine expenses i 281,800 a 


2a a, projects $1,850,277 ---- $2,132,077 
Meee trengelisn  - - = -- -- ~~ - == - $ 222,869 
Social work 
- Running expenses ee 
Building projects $97,774 - --- $ 150,774 


1H JAPAN CHRISTIAN QUARTERLY - insights and background 


« Some readers of this news sheet have commented that our lack 
of space and short deadline does not allow the inclussion of much 
‘background material or interpretation of trends, This is true. 


However we would like to introduce the Japan Christian Quar- 
rly uo those of our readers who are not already familiar wit 
~ We feel that the Quarterly is by nature the kind of publica- 
ion which will fill in the background material and give insights 
ee. ues. of general trends in the Christian movement 


anuary issue explored the 
of Japan with both theore- 
activities ; inhi anc exper- 

od in: ee hee in the historical background, outlining 
sent situation and looking toward the future. /(For a summary 
of one of these articles see Christian See in: Japan, 
» Feb. 1, 1955 issue of Japan Christian Activities News.) cp 
dition ‘to these theme articles, there are feature articles, 
personal happenings among the missionary community and 


PRR Ct is OS ick 


ae Pooks both theologic al and those dealing with Japan 
Sponsored by the Fellowship of Christian Missionaries, the an 
1: Ss been coming out four times a year for more than er 
Chin Lo written by missi ones oa ana teaders of the —- 
mh, and is published in tnglish. The cost is ¥300 a 
fe a year. A subscriber may send one gift sub- aoe 


fs 


ee he 


be 


ee and reguiar subscriptions abroad cost 
}, subscriptions may be sent to the Business 
lan Quarterly, Kyobun. Kwm. 2 Ginza 4 chome, 
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